
Artist Unemployment Rates: 2009-2013

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Change: 
2004-2013 

(PP)

Change: 
2009-2013 

(PP)

Total workers, 16 years and over 5.1% 4.7% 4.2% 4.2% 5.3% 8.6% 8.9% 8.2% 7.30% 6.6% 1.5 -2.0

Professionals 2.8 2.4 2.1 2.1 2.7 4.4 4.5 4.3 4.2 3.6 0.8 -0.8

All artists 5.1 4.4 3.6 4.1 5.3 9.5 9.2 7.9 7.3 7.1 2.0 -2.4

Actors* 34.8 25.5 22.5 23.5 32.2 36.8 38.5 35.2 28.5 31.8 -3.0 -5.0

Announcers 10.7 3.6 3.6 9.3 2.9 10.0 12.4 12.4 4.6 12.1 1.4 2.1

Architects 2.0 1.7 0.8 1.2 3.6 10.8 10.4 7.3 6.0 4.7 2.7 -6.1

Art directors, fine artists, animators 3.7 4.5 4.1 4.5 5.7 5.3 8.5 7.0 6.4 4.6 0.9 -0.7

Dancers and choreographers* 8.4 10.4 9.7 11.0 10.9 20.8 13.9 10.3 10.0 16.7 8.3 -4.1

Designers 5.1 3.6 2.5 2.8 4.2 9.7 8.1 7.1 5.5 5.5 0.4 -4.2

Musicians 5.0 4.6 4.8 5.1 4.5 7.6 8.5 8.7 8.0 9.1 4.1 1.5

Other entertainers* 1.9 6.7 1.0 5.4 10.5 10.3 6.1 8.2 3.3 9.4 7.5 -0.9

Photographers 3.6 4.8 4.3 3.8 5.1 8.1 10.8 9.0 11.6 10.1 6.5 2.0

Producers and directors 3.7 3.7 5.2 6.4 3.3 8.5 6.4 4.6 10.5 4.9 1.2 -3.6

Writers and authors 5.6 4.0 3.4 4.5 6.4 7.9 9.9 6.2 6.0 4.3 -1.3 -3.6

Notes: Changes in unemployment rates are measured in percentage points (PP)

Source: Current Population Survey, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Office of Research & Analysis
National Endowment for the Arts
March 2014


